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Kalashri  Ash a Gopa l ,  a  d ist inguish ed  dan cer and  edu cat or ,  i s  th e foun der  and d irector  
of  t he  Arath i  School  of  Dan ce.  She  i s  an  exp ert  in  the  
Pandan al lur  sty le o f Bharata  N atya,  havin g t ra in ed 
under emin ent  teach ers ,  Gu ru  Muthiah  P i l la i ,  Guru  
K it tappa  P i l l a i  a nd Professor   U.S.  Kr ishna Rao .  

Through h er i l lu str iou s career ,  Asha  Gopa l  has 
rep resen ted,  bot h  th e Governmen t s o f  In d ia  and  
Karn atak a,  as cu l tura l  ambassador,  per forming for  
d ign itar ies,  inc luding Sikkim for  K ing  o f  S ikk im,  Pr ime 
Min ist er  P ier re  E l l io t  Trudeau  o f Canad a,  t wo  
Presid ents  of  Ind ia  an d Prime Min ister  Indi ra  Gandhi .  
And,  sh e has  capt ivat ed the audien c e wit h memorab le   
per forman ces in  Can ada,  Europ e,  Mex ico  and th e USA.  

Asha Gop al 's  d edicat ion  and unt i r ing  work  ha s earn ed 
her  acco lad es and  many  prest ig ious  award s and ci t at ion s.  Th e Gu inn ess Book  o f  
Wor ld  Record s for  grad uatin g th e most  nu mb er  of  stud ent s wi th  Aran getrams (20 16),  
Woman of D is t in ct ion Award (2 02 6),  L i fet ime  Achievement  Award s from th e F ine  Art s 
Assoc iat ion  of  Ar izona (20 23 )  an d th e Soorya Performin g Art s,  St  Lou is,  Missou r i  
(2024 ),  ‘Abhin aya Saraswat hi ’  award f rom th e Min ist ry  of  Cu ltu re and Fin e Art s,  
Cambod ia  (20 19 ),  Ci t iz en  of  th e  Year Award from th e Asian  American Associat ion  o f  
Ari zona (20 00 ),  N RI  Exc el lence Award  (London ,  England,  19 93 ),  Karnataka Kalash ri  
Award (19 99 ),  and ‘ Sin gar Mani ’  t i t le  from Su r  S inger  Samsad (Mu mba i,  19 69 ).  

Asha Gop al 's  fervor  for  promot ing  Ind ian  cu lture ab road  led  h er  to the  estab l i sh ment  
of  Arath i  Schoo l  o f  Dan ce in  Ph oen ix,  in  1981.  I t  has  s in ce  seen  th e graduat ion  o f 
over  250 stud ents .  The  schoo l  fee l s  ju st ly  p rou d and grat i f ied  t hat  the  schoo l  
gradu at es,  and  oth er  students ,  have bon ded with  our  art ,  cu l tu re  and h er itage,  and 
acqu ired th e fort i tud e to  pa ss i t  on to th e n ext  gen erat ion.  

Asha Gop al 's  t ireless en ergy and  d edicat ion  h as  drawn h eart -warming  fel ic ita t ion s 
and award s f rom India:  ‘C lass ica l  Dan ce V irtuoso  Abhinaya Saraswath i ’  award,  Sr ivani  
Cent er,  Bengalu ru  (2025 ),  Sh ivap riy a  School  of  D anc e,  
Benga luru  (20 14),  San geetha  Sa mbrama,  Ben galuru  
(Niranth aram Fest iva l ,  2012) ,  D ri sht i  Art  Fou nda tion,  
Benga luru  (Dr i sht i  Nr i ty akala  Pu raskara,  2011) ,  25 -year  
Va sundh arot sava,  My suru  (2 010),  Sr i  R aja  Rajesh wa ri  
Ka lan iket an,  Bengaluru  (Natya Saraswati  a ward,  20 08 ),  
and Sr i  Ragam F in e Art s  Soc iety ,  N ew D elh i  
(Balasaraswat i  dance award,  N ew Delh i ,  2 005).  

Asha Gop al  h as served o n the  Phoen ix  Ar ts  Commiss ion 
as a  pan e l  jud ge for grant  appl i cat ion s.  Sh e served as 
judge for  dan ce compet i t ion s  a t  th e Kann ada World  
Con feren ce in  Or lando,  F lo r id a  in  200 4 and  at  t he 
Univers i ty  of  M ich igan Raas Assoc iat ion  in  Ann Harbor,  
Mich igan in  20 08 .  She h as served  as guest  examiner  in  
Ind ia  for  board  exams in  dance.  
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